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Zoological institutions play an ever-greater role in
awareness of biodiversity and are increasingly involved
in conservation initiatives. The Binturong Arctictis bin-
turong is an elusive and poorly known carnivore of
the family Viverridae, found in South East Asian
ecosystems. This species, affected by diverse human-
related threat processes, is listed as Vulnerable on the
International Union for Conservation of Nature Red
List. This paper reports on the collaborative efforts
involving the Binturong European Endangered Species
Programme, the French non-governmental organization
ABConservation, the European Association of Zoos
and Aquaria, the zoo community and researchers at the
Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris (France),
all aimed at the conservation of Binturongs. The result-
ing multidisciplinary initiatives allow the development
of an integrated conservation programme for this spe-
cies in Palawan (Philippines), including community
awareness, education programmes, research projects
and empowerment of range communities in nature con-
servancy. Zoos contributed significantly to the develop-
ment of the field initiatives of ABConservation.
Participation of zoos in field programmes for conserva-
tion is beneficial for both parties, because zoos support
conservation through funding, raising awareness and
expertise, and at the same time they acquire increased
knowledge about the species they have in their care,
and gain relevance in defining their role and missions.
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INTRODUCTION

The missions of zoological institutions have
evolved in the recent decades. Facing the
loss of biodiversity and what is called the
sixth mass extinction (Ceballos er al.,
2017), there is a stronger need to focus on
conservation efforts. The United Nations
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
in its Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011—
2020 has defined goals known as Aichi
Biodiversity Targets (https://www.cbd.int/
sp/targets) (CBD, 2010). Increasingly zoos
aim to be dedicated to these goals (Gusset
et al., 2014; Conde et al., 2015; Moss
et al., 2015; Olive & Jansen, 2017).

The World Association of Zoos and
Aquariums (WAZA) members distributed
worldwide over more than 1300 linked
institutions represent a great capacity for
conservation support through a variety of
actions, from threatened species breeding
programmes to fundraising and conserva-
tion education (Miller et al., 2004; Barongi
et al., 2015). Zoos are thus well placed to
use a wide spectrum of activities to pro-
mote conservation and to broaden their
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programmes for conservation is essential if
they are going to meet the requirements of
the One Plan approach. This involvement is
beneficial all round: zoos support conserva-
tion through funding, awareness and exper-
tise, and they acquire increased knowledge
about the species in their care, and gain rel-
evance in defining the role and mission of
their institutions.

ABConservation is a young NGO with
some great achievements. It draws its
strength from partnerships and collabora-
tions, which facilitate the enhancement of
skills. The NGO engages with communities
and industry to raise awareness and provide
effective protection for the Binturong. The
integration of nature protection into the cul-
tural context of Palawan should be
improved when local people gain employ-
ment as guides and research assistants
within the Programme.

The genetic investigations and the Bear-
cat Study Program are ambitious research
projects that should provide a better under-
standing of the genetics, ecology, physiol-
ogy and behaviour of this little-known
species. It is hoped that this knowledge will
contribute to the development of an appro-
priate conservation action plan along with
improved animal husbandry, health and
welfare for the ex situ breeding programme.
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